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DECEMBER 10

ST MELCHIADES, POPE
(A.D. 314)

[From Eus. lib. ix. c. 9 ; St Optat. lib. i.; St Aug.   See Tillemont.]

MELCHIADES, or MILTIADES, succeeded Eusebius in the see of Rome, being
chosen on the 2nd of July 3 u, in the reign of Maxentius. Constantine
vanquished that tyrant on the 28th of October, in 312, and soon after
issued edicts by which he allowed Christians the free exercise of their
religion and the liberty of building churches. To pacify the minds of the
pagans, who were uneasy at this innovation, when he arrived at Milan in
the beginning of the year 313, he by a second edict ensured to all religions
except heresies, liberty of conscience. Among the first laws which he
enacted in favour of Christians, he passed one to exempt the clergy from
the burden of civil offices. He obliged all his soldiers to repeat on Sundays
a prayer addressed to the one only God; and no idolater could scruple at
such a practice* The good pope rejoiced exceedingly at the prosperity of
God's house and, by his zealous labours, very much extended its pale;
but he had the affliction to see it torn by an intestine division in the Donatist
schism, which blazed with great fury in Africa, Mensurius, Bishop of
Carthage, being falsely accused of having delivered up the sacred scriptures
to be burnt in the time of the persecution, Donatus, Bishop of Casanigra,
in Numidia, most unreasonably separated himself from his communion,
and continued his schism when Cecilian had succeeded Mensurius in the
see of Carthage, and was joined by many jealous enemies of that good
prelate, especially by the powerful Lady Lucilla, who was personally piqued
against Cecilian whilst he was deacon of that church. The schismatics
appealed to Constantine, who was then in Gaul, and entreated him to com-
mission three Gaulish bishops, whom they specified, to judge their cause
against Cecilian. The emperor granted them these judges they demanded,
but ordered the aforesaid bishops to repair to Rome, by letter entreating Pope
Melchiades to examine into the controversy, together with these Gaulish
bishops, and to decide it according to justice and equity. The emperor left
to the bishops the decision of this affair, because it regarded a bishop. Pope
Melchiades opened a council in the Lateran palace on the and of October
313, at which both Cecilian and Donatus of Casanigra were present; and
the former was pronounced by the pope and his council innocent of the whole
charge that was brought against him. Donatus of Casanigra was the only
person who was condemned on that occasion; the other bishops who had
adhered to him were allowed to keep their sees upon their renouncing the
schism. St Austin, speaking of the moderation which the pope used, calls
him an excellent man, a true son of peace, a&d a true father of Christians,